
Star – Lite  

     Well, July and August have come and gone 
by so quickly.  The rains seem to never stop.  
We live on the West part of the State close to 
the Wabash River; we are now calling it Lake 
Wabash!!!!  It will be a long time before these 
waters recede.  Someone turn off the rain!!!! 
     By the time this article arrives we will be off 
and running with our Inspections.  All the 
youth Group Organizations have had their 
Grand Sessions and all went well.  Our Grand 
Family has been well represented at these 
sessions and I’m proud of the traveling they 
are all doing.  The WGM/WGP reception was 
held in Indianapolis at the Old Bethel United 
Methodist Church and what a beautiful setting 
it was.  Thank you all for spending your day 
with the WGP and myself and our families.  
AGC Diana Surfus had her reception at 
Franklin in the new building at the Masonic 
Home.  Multi-State Friendship was held in 
Louisville, Kentucky this year and several of 
our Grand Family attended.  As always we 
had a good meal and many conversations with 
the members from other jurisdictions.  The 
First Inspection in the State was at Mt. Moriah 
in Anderson with our Grand Family 
overnighter.  I so enjoy going and meeting 
with all our members in the state.  And now as 
we get started with the receptions, these 
Grand Officers will be having their receptions 
in Sept/Oct/Nov: 
Grand Organist, Sept. 5   
Masonic Home Day has been changed to a 
Saturday this year and is scheduled Sept. 12.  
Bring the family out and enjoy the Fun!!!! 

Grand Adah, Sept. 19  
Grand Ruth, Sept. 26 
Grand Esther, Oct. 3 
Grand Martha, Oct. 10 
Send off for Susie Roach candidate for 
RWAGC, Oct. 17 
Hoedown in District 11, Oct. 17.  Please 
come and enjoy the fun. 
Grand Electa, Oct. 24 
General Grand Chapter, Oct. 31-Nov. 6 
Grand Warder, Nov. 7  
Grand Sentinel, Nov. 14  
     I will more than likely post some of 
these receptions again in the next issue so it 
stays fresh in your minds. 
     Fall will be coming quickly and that is 
not what I want to see because it just means 
WINTER is close by.  We have lots of 
traveling to do and many Inspections to get 
through so I will leave you with this: 
     Love never gives up.  Love cares more 
for others than for self.  Love… puts up 
with anything, trusts God always, always 
looks for the best, never looks back, but 
keeps going to the end. 
 
Love and Believe, 
Tina Vredenburgh, WGM 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
     Well, the First Official Visit of the 2015-2016 Eastern Star year 
is in the books and we are gearing-up for Official Visits, 
Luncheons and Receptions.  We enjoy meeting and greeting 
Eastern Star members as we travel and we hope you will attend 
these gatherings whenever possible. 
     Masonic Home Day is Saturday, September 12 at the Indiana 
Masonic Home in Franklin, Indiana.  In the past, Masonic Home 
Day has been held on Sunday and we hope more of you can join 

us on Saturday.  This is a casual day of entertainment, fun, food and fellowship for all 
ages.  The residents of the Home look forward to this event.  All the Masonic Bodies will 
be present to join in the activities.  Be sure and plan to be present at 3:00 p.m. for the 
parade.  There will be multiple booths and food vendors – which consist of all the 
Masonic Bodies, Eastern Star Chapters, Steering Committees, Job’s Daughters, DeMolay 
and Rainbow Girls.  Visit with each of them and support their many worthwhile 
projects.  Don’t forget to look up the Eastern Star ice cream booth.  It is always a popular 
attraction and the proceeds will go toward the “Dine and Recline” Worthy Grand 
Matron’s project. 
     As most of you know, we constituted a new chapter on June 27 and installed their 
officers. The chapter is in District 13 and is called New Burlington Chapter.  Many of 
you met their Worthy Matron and Worthy Patron, Danetta and Jerry Hawk at Grand 
Chapter.  We wish them the best of luck and hope they prosper and grow. 
     Very soon we will be preparing to attend General Grand Chapter in Pittsburgh.  I 
would like to take a moment to congratulate Brother Fred Rowe, Worthy Grand Warder.  
We, in Indiana, are so very proud of Brother Fred and the manner in which he has 
represented us.  Brother Fred always has a smile on his face and serves with dignity.  
Congratulations also go to Sister Deby Thomas, Brother Greg Onken and Sister Kathy 
Livings on their appointments as General Grand Chapter Committee Members.  You 
have each made Indiana proud.  We recently had the opportunity to attend their open 
house in Kokomo.  It was a lovely afternoon and all who attended had a great time.  I 
would also ask each Sister and Brother in Indiana to put your support behind Sister 
Susie Roach at this upcoming Triennial Assembly in her quest to become the Right 
Worthy Associate Grand Conductress.  Make plans now 
to attend and wear your black and white attire to 
support our deserving candidate. 
     I look forward to seeing each of you as we travel.  I 
will close with this: 
“Don't worry when you are not recognized, but strive to 
be worthy of recognition. “ 
     Abraham Lincoln 

 

Larry Frost, WGP 



General Grand 
Chapter will 
be here before 
you know.  
Sure hope 
you are 
planning on 

attending and 
helping to make 

Indiana’s 
presence known.  

While you, as a 
subordinate member 

cannot vote, there are still many many 
things that you can do.  By your very 
presence in Indiana’s trademark black and 
white check, you can let the voting 
delegates know that Indiana is supporting 
their candidate.  By wearing your “Susie 
button” you show support to our 
candidate while at the same time being a 
walking campaign billboard.  There will 
be things that you can pass out through 
the week to promote Sister Susie as 
Indiana’s candidate for RWAGC.  By word 
of mouth, you can influence others to talk 
to their delegates and to vote for Sister 
Susie.  On Sunday, during the reception 

h
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While
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for the candidates, a large delegation 
of Hoosiers will send a message to the 
rest of the world that Indiana is 
serious about this.  So you see, your 
presence is very important.  And, 
Indiana is making it easy for you to get 
there by offering motor coach 
transportation…leave the driving to 
us.  The bus reservation form is 
available on line or by calling Brother 
Dwayne Taylor, PGP; Sister Deby 
Thomas, PGM; or Sister Susie.  To 
order black/white checked vests, black 
polo shirts, black/white checked tote 
bags, and/or black/white checked 
collars contact Sister Susie.  All 
information regarding the activities in 
Pittsburgh is available on the General 
Grand Chapter web site.  Most 
deadlines are October 1st, however 
pre-registration deadline is September 
15th.   
     It has been 63 years since Indiana 
has had a MWGM, and 30 years since 
a MWGP.  It’s time to bring General 
Grand Chapter back to where it began, 
“Back Home Again in Indiana!”  Hope 
you’ll be a part of this exciting time.

General Grand Chapter

     Ed and Sue Purvis of Ivy Chapter #69 received 
their 25 year pins on Tuesday, May 12, 2015 during 
the Memories and Friendship Friends’ Night.  WM 
Janice Miller and WP Lowell Karns presided as AM 
Linda Torpy escorted Ed and Sue to the altar.  
Daughters Nancy and Rhonda pinned these awards 
on their parents. 
     Sixteen people were in attendance, which included Bob Gillespie, PGP, and his wife Ines; 
Nancy Pratt, Star-Lite Editor; Judy Musgrave, D#18 Star-Lite Reporter; plus eight 50-year Eastern 
Star members. 
     Janice Miller, WM, read an opening poem titled “Friendship Is A Precious Gift”.  Guests 
sitting on chairs around the altar told memories of their years in Eastern Star.  Following the 
meeting, a buffet was enjoyed in the dining room.  Colorful flower bouquets, butterflies, 
adorable ceramic tea pots plus lots of OES pictures decorated the dining room.  Guests were 
encouraged to take any of the pictures they wanted. 

Awards at Ivy



     Sister Becky Shroyer, District Deputy 
#18, was honored with a reception on 
Saturday, May 23, 2015, at the LaFontaine 
United Methodist Church. 
     Roberta Ancil, WM of LaFontaine 
Chapter, welcomed everyone with the 
poem “Beautiful Together”.  Becky was 
escorted to the East through a line of 
several members from District 18 
including some Delightful Daisies, 
Becky’s Worthy Matrons and Worthy 
Patrons.  Betty Swisher, WGM, read a 
tribute to Becky. 
     Sixty people attended included 
members of the Bouquet of Love Grand 
Family: Betty Swisher, WGM and Charlie, 
Grand Representative of Maine; H. Fred 
Smith, WGP and Diane; Cindy Skura, 
AGC; Cecil Scott, Grand Marshal and Pat; 
Sharon Trobaugh, Grand Organist and 
Dave; Lexi Johnson, Grand Adah; Sherrell 
Bryant, Grand Esther; Deb Cramer, Grand 
Martha; Diana Surfus, Grand Electa; 
Arlene Mohler, Grand Warder; Les 
Simonton, Grand Sentinel and Cheryl; 
Juanita Cox, DD#1; Janet Sweet, DD#2; 
Tammy Bedell, DD#3; Wanda Gray, 
DD#4; Gleda Brooks, DD#5; Sandy 
Harris, DD#6; Sue Hays, DD#7; Tiffany 
Ingles, DD#10; Pat Crask, DD#11; Cheryl 
Tichenor, DD#12; Linda Stewart,  DD#13; 
Margaret Smith, DD#14; Barbara Tate, 
DD#16; Ardeth Criswell, DD#17; 
Margaret Nugent, 
DD#19; Patsy Kuhn, 
DD#20; and Sheri Auld, 
DD#21. 
     The entertainment 
was provided by WM 
Roberta Ancil who 
skillfully compared 
Eastern Star officers to 
animals.  She explained 
the reason why she 
chose that certain animal 
and it made perfect 
sense.  It was a very 

Reception for Becky Shroyer, DD#18

good and interesting presentation.  The 
animals chosen were: WGM & WGP – 
frogs; PGM & PGP – Eagles; WM – 
horse; WP – owl; AM  – sitting hen; AP 
– hawk; Secretary – beaver; Treasurer – 
squirrel; Conductress – camel; Associate 
Conductress – mother duck; Chaplain – 
donkey; Marshal – elephant; Organist – 
song birds; Adah – blue bird; Ruth – 
field mouse; Esther – Persian cat; 
Martha – lamb; Electa – lion; Warder – 
prairie dog; Sentinel – watch dog; Bible 
escort – dove; Prompter – mocking bird; 
Grand Officers – rabbits; District 
Deputy – honey bee; Grand 
Representatives – swallows; Committee 
Appointments -  earthworms; and OES 
members – ants.
     The District Deputies presented 
Becky with a plaid woolen scarf and 
Scotland theme skit since Becky said she 
wanted to go there someday.   
     Roberta Ancil gave the benediction 
and Robert Gillespie, PGP, gave the 
table grace.  James Weaver, WP of 
LaFontaine, presented the dinner line-
up.  Soup, sandwiches and several 
kinds of desserts were enjoyed in the 
dining room that was decorated with 
black and yellow for the Honey Bees.  
Each person received a jar of honey as 
the table favor. 



     On August 2, 2014, Warsaw Chapter #88, 
Order of the Eastern Star, celebrated its 125th 
Anniversary with 75 guest and members 
present.  The program started off with an 
invocation and everyone joined in giving the 
Pledge of Allegiance and sang the National 
Anthem. 
     The entertainment in accordance to what 
would have been in 1899 was presented by the 
"Chain Gang" barbershop quartet, which gave a 
wonderful program of older and new songs to 
everyone's delight. 
     Introductions of distinguished quests were 
then made by Sonda Schapson, Worthy 
Matron.  Worthy Grand Matron Betty Swisher 
and Worthy Grand Patron H. Fred Smith from 
Indiana Grand Chapter were with us to 
celebrate the occasion. 
     Our story begins in early January, 1889.  It 
was night time and very cold.  All day long a 
snowstorm had been raging; show was drifted, 
roads were impassable and foot travel was an 
almost impossibility.  A family living on the 
southwest corner of Center and High streets had 
partaken of their supper and retired to the living 
room where we find a glowing fire in the grate, 
a table put up ready for a game of euchre, and it 
seems the family is set up for a happy and 
undisturbed evening.  Those present were 
William Conrad, his wife Mamie, their daughter 
Rose and her Husband Frank.  The game had 
begun when sounds were heard on the side 

Warsaw Celebrates 125 Years

porch as if someone was seeming to 
struggle and being bewildered. Without 
opening the door, William called, "Who is 
it?  What is wanted?"  A woman's voice 
answered "It is I, please let me in.”  The 
door was quickly opened and with a gust 
of blinding snow and wind, in blew a 
woman who had come to plant the seed. 
     On February 18, 1889, at a regular 
meeting of Lake City Lodge, Brother 
Conrad read a letter from Mrs. Fanning, 
Worthy Grand Matron of the Eastern Star 
of Indiana in regards to the organization of 
an OES chapter in Warsaw.  After 
appointing a committee and meeting on the 
next night, the committee enthusiastically 
recommended that an OES chapter be 
started in Warsaw and it was unanimously 
agreed upon.  On May 7th the chapter was 
constituted and the officers regularly 
installed by Sister Emogene Mower, the 
real founder of Warsaw Chapter, OES.  At 
the close of 1889 they had 54 members and 
at the close of 1913 there were 228 
members.   
     Our chapter has had Sisters who have 
served the Indiana Grand Chapter and 
many Sisters and Brothers who have been 
very active in positions and offices with the 
Grand Chapter and also in our chapter.  
Without these people continuing the 
principles of Eastern Star there wouldn't be 
a Warsaw OES Chapter.   



Combined Kokomo 
Community Project

     As a combined Community Project, members of Kokomo 
Chapter #89 and the J. McLean Moulder Order of DeMolay 
were privileged to hand out the programs for the Kokomo Park 
Band’s performance on July 15th.  The concert was held in 
Highland Park.   
     Even though the park was quite muddy due to recent 
storms, the boys were not deterred in their mission.  The Stars 
who were helping received many compliments from those in 
attendance as to the courtesy and kindness of the boys.  The Stars were impressed with 
their “assistants” and were pleased to receive the praise for the boys.  Support our 
Youth! 

Kokomo Celebrates 125 Years

     Kokomo Chapter #89 celebrated their 
125th Anniversary on April 7, 2015, at the 
Kokomo Masonic Lodge.  Guests were 
treated to a delicious catered dinner in the 
dining room.  The tables were covered with 
lace looking cloths on which were a variety 
of teacups and teapots.  Table favors were a 
Kokomo Opalescent Glass Co. paperweight, 
inscribed with “Kokomo #89 1890-2015”.  
Dinner was served by the young men from 
the J. McLean Moulder Chapter of DeMolay.  
Our Worthy Grand Patron, H. Fred Smith 
gave the dinner prayer. 
     Prior to the meeting in the Chapter room, 
Worthy Grand Matron, Betty Swisher, 
presented a 75 year Diamond Award to 
Mary Lou Stephenson of Kokomo Chapter.  
Mary Lou stated that there have been many 
changes during her time as a Star.  She could 
recall when dances were held on the top 
floor of the Lodge.  Fred escorted her to the 
East where she was given Grand Honors.  
Betty presented Connie Jo Deck with her 50 
year Award of Gold.  Connie said her life 
has been based around Masons and the 
Order of the Eastern Star.  She was escorted 
to the East and given Grand Honors. 
     A special guest was Milton Beach, a 
representative of the office of Mayor Greg 
Goodnight.  He read a Proclamation that 

April 7, 2015 was declared Kokomo Chapter 
#89, Order of the Eastern Star Day. 
     The meeting was called to order by Worthy 
Matron, Sharon Dempsey.   
     Introduced and welcomed were: Betty 
Swisher, WGM, and Charlie; H. Fred Smith, 
WGP, and Diane; Dwight Singer, PGP, and 
Linda; Tina Vredenburgh, Associate Grand 
Matron; Lexi Johnson, Grand Adah; Sherrell 
Bryant, Grand Esther; Deb Cramer, Grand 
Ruth; Diana Surfus, Grand Electa; Sharon 
Trobaugh, Grand Organist, and David; Barbara 
Tate, DD#16; Ardeth Criswell, DD#17; and 
Stacy Miller, DD#15, and Steve. 
     Sean Coffey, WP pro-tem, presented the 
program with the help of several of Kokomo’s 
officers.  Selections from minute books from the 
125 years were read.  One interesting fact was 
that Dr. J. McLean Moulder was a Charter 
Member of the Chapter.  Our DeMolay Chapter 
carries his name. 
     The officers had their retiring march. 
     Prior to the evening events, Betty Swisher, 
WGM, went to Jefferson Manor in Kokomo to 
present Dorothy Curran of Kokomo Chapter 
with her 50 year Award of Gold.  All in 
attendance saluted her with Grand Honors.  
Dorothy was so pleased to have been presented 
with the award.  She stated that it has been 
wonderful to be a member of the Order.  Dick 
Curran stated he is very proud of Dorothy. 



     On Saturday, July 11th many friends and members of 
Eastern Star gathered together for the last installation of 
Officers for District 6.  It was held at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Franklin Masonic Lodge. 
     Barbara Heath, Past Matron, presided in the absence of 
Worthy Matron.  John Haynes was also pro-tem for the 
absent Worthy Patron for the opening ceremonies. 
     Guests present included: Roberta Lamson, D.D.#5; 
Cindy Essig, “our own” D.D.#6; Patsy McKee, WGM’s 
Project, “Dine and Recline” Project; Anna Burton, 
Assistant to the Grand Secretary; Linda Beeler, Grand 
Representative of North Dakota; Worthy Matrons and 

Worthy Patrons - Cheryl Kuritz of Bridgeport, Tony Kuritz of Bridgeport, Wanda 
Lillyblade of Fortville, Ivan Lancaster, Past Supreme Watchman of Shepherds for Order 
of the White Shrine of Nineveh, and Dee Willett of Nineveh; Sandra Heath, Supreme 
Queen’s Attendant for the Order of the 
White Shrine and Past Matron; Caroline 
Haag, Grand Immortality of the 
International Order of Rainbow for Girls; 
and Robert Lamson, the spouse of the 
District Deputy #5. Many, many Past 
Matrons and Past Patrons stood to introduce 
themselves. 
     The Installing Officers were: Barbara 
Heath, Installing Past Matron; Patsy McKee, 
Installing Marshall;  Ivan Lancaster, 
Installing Chaplain; and Cheryl Kuritz, 
Installing Organist and Soloist. (pictured at 
right) 
     Sandra Heath was presented at the altar for installation.  Cheryl Kuritz sang “The 
Lighthouse” to her and Linda Beeler presented her an arm bouquet of her favorite 
flowers - large colorful daisies with two pink roses and two white lilies embedded in 
them.  John Haynes was presented at the altar for his investiture as Worthy Patron and 
Cheryl sang “He” for him.  Both songs were very impressive. 
     After the remaining officers were installed, Sandra was escorted to the altar to sign 

the Bible by Barbara, her sister, and John was also 
asked to sign the Bible.  Traveling pins were 
presented. 
     Remarks were made by our Worthy Matron and 
Worthy Patron at this time.  A prayer for dismissal 
and for refreshments was given and all went to the 
dining room to enjoy refreshments of cookies, nuts 
and Cranberry-Apple punch served by Marjorie 
Crews. 
 

Barbara Heath, Special Reporter for Star-Lite 

Franklin’s Installation



WGM OFFICIAL CALENDAR 
Sep 5 Grand Organist Reception 
Sep 12 Indiana Masonic Home Festival 
Sep 19 Grand Adah Reception 
Sep 26 Grand Ruth Reception 
Sep 27 Grand Representative Fall Luncheon 
Oct 3 Grand Esther Reception 
Oct 10 Grand Martha Reception 
Oct 17 Hoedown, D#11 
Oct 24 Grand Electa Reception 

INSPECTIONS 
Baby Dedication 7:10 pm 
Award of Gold 7:20 pm 

Inspection 7:30 pm 
Unless otherwise noted 

Sep 2 D#10  at Brownsburg w/Cartersburg & 
Plainfield  

Sep 4 D#9  at Cloverdale w/Greencastle, 
Athens & Roachdale  

Sep 10 D#11 at Bridgeport w/Beech Grove, 
Keystone & Corinthian 

Sep 14 D#6  at Eden w/Fortville 
Sep 16 D#7  at Ellettsville Lodge w/Ivanhoe, 

Stanford & Bloomfield 
Sep 21 D#8  at Twelve Points w/Prairieton & 

Jerusalem     Luncheon 
Sep 24 D#20 at Goshen w/Bristol, Starlight & 

Warsaw  - Luncheon
Sep 29 D#3  at LaBelle w/Old Capital & New 

Albany - Luncheon 
Oct 1 D#17  at Tippecanoe w/Crystal 
Oct 5 D#1  at Chrisney w/Tell City & Garnet 
Oct 9 D#2  at Washington w/Odon 

 Luncheon 
Oct 12 D#6  at Greenwood w/Mooresville, 

Eminence & Union Village 
Luncheon 

Oct 16 D#12 at New Castle w/Middletown & 
Fountain City - Luncheon 

Oct 19 D#4  at Columbus w/Hayden, Salem & 
Clifford 

Oct 21 D#13 at Muncie w/Farmland & 
Halfway 

Oct 22 D#11 at Lawrence w/Acton, Oakland & 
Southport     Luncheon 

Oct 27 D#10 at Fishers w/ Cicero & Radiant     
Luncheon 

Oct 29 D#5  at Brookville w/Batesville, 
Lawrenceburg, & Rising Sun 

RECEPTIONS 
Sept 5 Grand Organist Reception 

Sept 19 Wanda Gray, Grand Adah 
Central Christian Church 
1434 W. 2nd St. 
Seymour, IN 
Social Hour 2:00 pm, Program 4:00 pm 
Dinner to follow  $12.00 
Remittance must accompany 

reservation 
Check payable to: 
  Seymour Chapter #134 
RSVP to: Margaret Kroman 
363 Redding Rd. 
Seymour, IN 47274 

Sept 20 Marcia Stumm 
Grand Representative of Rhode Island 
Noblesville Masonic Lodge 
Social Hour 2:30 pm, Program 3:30 pm 
Dinner to follow – No charge for meal 
But Reservations required 
RSVP by Sept. 12 to:  
Sherry Johnson, Sec. 
765-292-2848  
sherryj@ccrtc.com 

Sept 26 Alice Rogers, Grand Ruth 
Calvary Baptist Church 
26232 Michigan Rd., Madison, IN 
Social Hour 2:00 pm, Program 4:00 pm 
Dinner to follow  $12.00 
Remittance must accompany 

reservation 
RSVP by Sept. 1 to: Shirley Herrick 
309 Hargan Dr. 
Madison, IN 47250 
812-273-1807 

Oct 3 Jenny Nicholson, Grand Esther 
Taylor High School 
3794 E. 300 S. 
Kokomo, IN 46902 
Social Hour 2:00 pm, Program 4:00 pm 
Dinner to follow  $12.00 
Remittance must accompany 

reservation 
RSVP to: Ruth Sherrow 
11212 Crestview Blvd., 
Kokomo, IN 46901 
ruthsroyal@aol.com  



RECEPTIONS 

Oct 10 Sheryl Lentz, Grand Martha 
Ellettsville Christian Church 
731 Independence St., Ellettsville, IN 
Social Hour 2:00 pm, Program 4:00  
Dinner to follow  $12.00 
Remittance must accompany reservation 
RSVP by Oct. 3 to: 
Gail Smith, Sec.  
Stanford Chapter #533 
209 Solomon St., 
Mooresville, IN 46158 
317-414-4451  gail.smith@yahoo.com 

Oct 11 Carla Rollison  
Grand Representative of Saskatchewan 
Social 2:30, Program 4:00 
Dinner to follow  

Oct 24 Phyllis Gaff, Grand Electa 
Hamilton Life Center at 
Hamilton United Wesleyan Church 
4001 Terry Lakes Estates 
Hamilton, IN 
Social Hour 2:00 pm, Program 4:00  
Dinner to follow  $12.00 
Remittance must accompany reservation 
Checks payable to: 
  Ashley Chapter #229 
RSVP by Oct 17 to: Renee Andrews 
417 S. Peters St. 
Garrett, IN 46738 
Renee6604@yahoo.com 

FRIENDS NIGHTS 
 

Sep 25 D#1  Golden Fleece & Patoka 6:00 
Central 

Sep 29 D#11 Beech Grove 

Oct 13 D#7  Ellettsville     6:15 pm 

Oct 19 D#7  Hymera         7:00 pm 

Oct 19 D#11 Irvington 

Oct 23 D#4  Lois 

Oct 27 D#14 Leo 

Oct 28 D#3  Bright Star 

Oct 28 D#20 Warsaw        7:00 pm 

Oct 29 D#14 Fort Wayne 



SStellar Stars 
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