
Star – Lite

SOAP notes from Jill, 
     Fields of Faith!  Brother Ron and I are 
beginning our voyage in the East.  It is only by our 
faith, God’s will and the support of the OES 
members, friends and most of all our family that 
will determine our success. 
     As you all know, I’m a registered nurse and 
nurses are required to record all of their 
encounters.  “If it’s not recorded, it wasn’t done”, 
therefore, I will be writing Subjective, Objective, 
Assessment and Plan (SOAP) Notes for my 
Eastern Star Column. 
     It has been such an enjoyable, but sometimes 
frustrating experience to assemble the Fields of 
Faith Grand Family.  Brother Ron and I devoted a 
great deal of time making the selection for each 
office and we are pleased and proud of those we 
have chosen.  We look forward to serving our 
Beautiful Order with this group of talented and 
devoted members. 

The Worthy Grand Matron Project this year 
involves beautifying the Nettie Ransford Chapel. 
We are calling it “Chapel Fixer Upper”.  The 
Chapel is in need of new carpet, wall paper and 
seating.  If you haven’t visited the Chapel, you 
should do so; the stained glass windows are 
beautiful.  It is located on the 2nd floor of the 
Administration Building.  We are also beginning a 
campaign to “Put a Shine on our Star”.  This is a 
project to collect money to redecorate the Grand 
Secretary’s Office.  It is also in need of new carpet, 
wallpaper and paint.  It is scheduled to receive 
new windows, so any decorating will have to wait 
until the windows are installed. 
     As you may have heard, Sisters Cindy Skura, 
Diana Surfus and I met earlier this year and came 
to the decision to eliminate Grand Star Point 

Honor Nights.  The attendance at these special 
events has dwindled and it places a hardship on 
the Grand Star Points (most of them work) to 
attend these functions, especially those held on a 
weekday.  You will have every opportunity to 
meet these lovely ladies at Inspections, 
Receptions and Luncheons held in your Districts. 
You may also invite them to District Meetings or 
Friends’ Nights. 
     District 9 has the distinction of having the 2nd 
Brother in recent history serving as Grand 
Warder this year.  Brother Bill Allee of 
Greencastle Chapter was Grand Warder for Sister 
Cindy Cohee and Brother Frank Norman 
(District 9) and Brother Ron and I have selected 
Brother Terry Larkin to serve as our Grand 
Warder.   
     Jon and I are gearing up to travel the State this 
year.  He’s been practicing saying “husband of 
the Worthy Grand Matron”.  Hopefully he won’t 
have to read it from his name badge.  I truly 
don’t know how I would survive without his 
support.   
     I have been so fortunate to receive support 
and guidance from several Past Grand Matrons 
and of course, Hedges’ Past Grand Patron, Frank 
Norman; also my Fraternal Baby Brother/Pop, 
Cary Hetrick and my Deputy Daddy Big Bird, 
Henry Huff.  District 9’s own Sisters: Naomi 
Mitchell and Cathy Randles; my Fraternal 
Sissy/Mom, Sonda Schapson; and my Deputy 
GG Mom, Sherry Johnson have all listened to me 
and answered my questions. 
     During the coming year I hope to share some 
OES Trivia with you, so here goes:  “To the 
Eastern Star, the Altar is the symbolic heart.  The 
prepared Altar symbolized the Spirit of God in 
the human heart.  It is placed between two star 
points for protection.  When the Bible is open on 
the Altar, it creates a holy area between the 
prepared Altar and the East and no one is 
permitted to pass between those two places.  The 
Altar symbolizes that the Great White Light 
should emanate from every heart to light the 
pathway of others.” 

Till we meet again, 
God Bless, 

Jill Rice, WGM 



Clips from the Barber Shop

It is with much anticipation and 
excitement that Sister Jill and I are 
looking forward to the year 
ahead.  We are so very 
appreciative of our membership 

for your confidence in our abilities to help 
each of you as we do our best to maintain and 
hopefully expand our membership during the 
coming months.  We are so thankful for each 
of those who have consented to fill each part 
of our Grand Family. 
     The first thought that I would like to share 
with you is how much I have enjoyed and 
how much I have learned following in the 
footsteps of Brother Larry Frost.  He has been 
a great friend and has been most willing to 
share with me in order to help make my term 
as your Worthy Grand Patron as smooth and 
meaningful as possible.  Sister Karen and I 
have come to know Brother Larry and Sister 
Nancy as great soul mates and thank them for 
their kindness during these past four years. 
     During the coming months I will be 
challenging each and every one of you to do 
all in your power to help us maintain and 
hopefully expand our membership.  It is with 
this in mind that I will be asking you to offer 
to pick up someone who can no longer drive 
and take them to your Eastern Star meetings, 
to encourage a member of your chapter to take 
an office who has not had one before or who 
has not served as an officer for a few years, 
and to be observant at your attendance at 
Masonic meetings for some brother and his 
wife who are not members of our Eastern Star 
and encourage them to join.  Perhaps offering 
to pay their first dues when they do join to let 
them know how much they are appreciated 
might be an incentive to get them to be active 
in the chapter.  If we do not share with others 
our enthusiasm for our order, it will not grow 
or even sustain itself. 

 In closing I would like to share with each of 
you how humble I feel in accepting the office 
of your Worthy Grand Patron and will do my 
best to fill that honored position to the best of 
my ability. 

With Star Love, 

Ron Mendenhall, Worthy Grand Patron 



“Fields of Faith” Grand Family 
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1 Star 
In Memory of 
Robert “Bob” 

Branigan, PGP 
From his “TOC” 

Deputy Daughters 

SStellar Stars 

3 Stars 
In Honor of 

Past Presidents & 2nd Vice 
Presidents 

of District #6 
Sandie Thomas, P.P. 

5 Stars 
In Honor of 

Harold Myers, PGP
96 on November 23, 2015 

From the “Hearts in 
Touch” 

District Deputies 
1987 - 1988 







SStar-Lite  is the official magazine of the

Order of the Eastern Star in Indiana. It is 
published quarterly (Jan., April, July & Oct.) 
online and in print by subscription. Check 
your address label for errors in your name, 
address, and especially the chapter and 
district number. Report errors and/or 
corrections to Nancy Pratt.


